
Key Knowledge Organiser – Year 6 Autumn 1: History - World War 2 

 

 

Famous People 
Neville 
Chamberlain  

Prime Minister of Britain during the outbreak of World 
War 2 

Winston 
Churchill 

Prime Minister of Britain for the majority World War 2 

Franklin D 
Roosevelt 

President of the USA during World War 2 

Joseph Stalin Leader of Russia during World War 2 

Benito 
Mussolini 

Leader of Italy during World War 2 

Adolf Hitler Leader of the Nazi Party 

Anne Frank A victim of the Holocaust who kept a diary of her time 
in hiding 

Nancy Wake Secret Agent during World War 2 

 

Legacy 

The European Union was set up after the end of WW2 with the 
aim of preventing another war. As of 1950, the European Coal 
and Steel Community began to unite European countries 
economically and politically in order to secure lasting peace. The 
six founding countries were Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 
1945 at the end of WW2.  It is currently made up of 193 Member 
States. Its function is to promote peace and security, sustainable 
development, humanitarian aid and human rights.  

Peace and Remembrance Holocaust Memorial Day, 
Remembrance Sunday, Interpretations of war and peace through 
art and music. 

 

Propaganda 

Propaganda was used to encourage citizens to act safely and 
support the war effort. 

‘Make Do and Mend’ 
‘Loose Lips Sink Ships’ 
‘Careless Talk Costs Lives’ 
‘Dig for Victory’ 
‘Let us go forward together’ 
‘Your Country needs You’ 

 

Effect on Life 

The lives of children in Britain and across Europe were changed 
throughout and after World War 2. 

Change: The role of women, The Blitz and rebuilding of cities, co-
operation community spirit, the Welfare State. 

Deprivation: Rationing, restrictions, air raids, Blackout, “make do 
and mend”. 
Separation: Refugees, evacuees, families separated by war and 
bereavement. 

Fear: How did children cope with the emotional impact of war? 
Focus on Anne Frank and the children of Terezin. 

 

Vocabulary 

treaty written agreement between countries in which they agree 
to do a particular thing or to help each other 

tyrant someone who treats the people they have authority over in 
a cruel and unfair way 

violated breaking an agreement, law, or promise 

seize taking control of a place quickly and suddenly, using force. 

Invasion when a foreign army enters a country by force. 

abort stopping a process, plan, or activity before it has been 
completed. 

conflict a serious disagreement and argument about something 
important 

fatality a death caused by an accident or by violence 

Holocaust the killing of millions of Jews by the Nazis 

rationing A system during World War 2 to limit the amount of food 
you were allowed to buy. 

Blitz attacked by bombs dropped by enemy aircraft 

evacuee to send someone to a place of safety, away from a 
dangerous building, town, or area 

refugee A person who has been forced to leave their country in 
order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster. 

resistance any of the various secret and clandestine groups that 
sprang up throughout German-occupied Europe during 
WW2 to oppose Nazi rule 

 

Quotations 

 
‘It’s difficult in times like these: ideals, dreams and cherished hopes 
rise within us, only to be crushed by grim reality. It’s a wonder I haven’t 
abandoned all my ideals, they seem so absurd and impractical. Yet I 
cling to them because I still believe, in spite of everything, that people 
are truly good at heart.’ 

 -Anne Frank- 
 

 

 

Timeline of Events 
1918 The Treaty of Versailles - ending WW1. 

1933 The Nazi Party (led by Adolf Hitler) came to power in 
Germany. 

1936 Hitler moved troops into the Rhineland, violating the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 

1938 German troops invaded Austria. 

1939 German troops invaded Czechoslovakia. 

1st 
September 
1939 

German troops invaded Poland. 

3rd 
September 
1939 

Britain declared war on Germany because they had 
invaded Poland. The Second World War started. 

July – 
October 
1940 

The Battle of Britain - attacks on British towns, cities and 
ports from the German air force. 

September 
1940 – May 
1941 

The Blitz attacks. German bomber planes attacked 
Britain at night 

8th May 1945 Victory Day in Europe (VE Day) - the day the war 
officially ended. 

Countries involved in World War 2 

Allies Axis 

Great Britain 
USA 
Russia 
France 

Germany 
Japan 
Italy 


