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Skills 

Are children able to design a product which meets a design criterion? Can children 
plan a simple method of construction for their product? Can children draw inspiration 
from existing products and incorporate similar features into their own design? 

Are children able to use computers to create a design? Can children come up with a 
success criterion based on existing ideas? Can children use computers to create 
accurate shapes and measurements? 

Can children follow a simple method or recipe? Can children measure ingredients or 
dimensions accurately? Can children follow their own designs?  

Can children use tools for a specific purpose? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History of Gingerbread Houses 
Ginger has been used as a medicine and a spice for foods since the Roman times. It also 
helps to preserve the food keeping it edible and safe to eat for longer. Medieval and 
Tudor people would create elaborate designs out of gingerbread using moulds. 
Constructing gingerbread was linked to religious beliefs at the time. Only specially trained 
bakers were allowed to make it except from during Christmas and Easter when everyone 
could make it. Gingerbread houses originated in Germany during the 16th century. The 
elaborate cookie-walled houses, decorated with foil in addition to gold leaf, became 
associated with Christmas tradition. Their popularity rose when the Brothers Grimm wrote 
the story of Hansel and Gretel, in which the main characters stumble upon a house made 
entirely of treats deep in the forest.  

 

  

 

Vocabulary 

Hygiene Rules How to prevent the spread of germs when preparing food. 

Perpendicular join Where the walls and roof join to make a right angle. 

Prototype A prototype is full-scale, functional model, used for demonstration or 
testing a design. It can be used to iron out any problems with the initial 
design before it is mass produced 

Raising Agent For example, baking powder of bicarbonate of soda which makes a 
mixture “rise” 

Template 2D template which can be used to create a 3D structure that fits 
together. 

Opportunities to Write 
Write evaluations of the gingerbread houses, considering the design criterion and possible improvements. 
Write reports on the medicinal use of ginger based on research 


