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Key Vocabulary 

Afterlife The concept of life after death. 

Good Gifts A gift that improves the life of someone in need through a 
donation to a charity in the name of a gift recipient.  

Gospels The four canonical gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—
were probably written between AD 66 and 110, building on older 
sources and traditions, and each gospel has its own distinctive 
understanding of Jesus and his divine role. 

Hanukkah Hanukkah is a Jewish festival commemorating the rededication 
of the Second Temple in Jerusalem at the time of the 
Maccabean Revolt against the persecution of the Jews.  It is 
also known as the Festival of Lights. 

Magi Also referred to as the (Three) Wise Men or (Three) Kings in the 
Gospel of Matthew were distinguished foreigners who visited 
Jesus after his birth, bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 

Menorah The menorah is described in the Bible as the seven-lamp 
ancient Hebrew lampstand made of pure gold and used in the 
portable sanctuary set up by Moses in the wilderness and later 
in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

New Testament The second part of the Christian biblical canon, the first being 
the Old Testament. The New Testament discusses the 
teachings and person of Jesus, as well as events in first-century 
Christianity. 

Reincarnation Reincarnation is the philosophical or religious concept that the 
non-physical essence of a living being starts a new life in a 
different physical form or body after biological death. 

Remembrance Remembrance Day is a Memorial Day observed in 
Commonwealth member states since the end of the First World 
War to remember the members of their armed forces who have 
died in the line of duty. 

Samsara Saṃsāra is a Sanskrit word that means "wandering" or "world", 

with the connotation of cyclic, circuitous change. It also refers to 
the concept of rebirth and "cyclicality of all life, matter, 
existence", a fundamental belief of most Indian religions. In 
short, it is the cycle of death and rebirth. 

Key People 

Dalai Lama Peace campaigner and the Buddhist spiritual leader of Tibet, 
now living in exile in India 

Jesus Jewish preacher and leader who is the key figure in 
Christianity 

Judah Maccabee Judah Maccabee, who was victorious against the invading 
Greek king, Antiochus, fighting for the right for the Jewish 
people to worship in the temple. 

The Dalai Lama 
Hanukiah Menorah Candlestick 

Hindu Wheel of Life 
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The Magi 

Key Questions 

What do different faiths belief about the 
afterlife? 

Compare beliefs and rituals that mark life and death in Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism 

What makes a good leader? Explore who Jesus was and how he inspired people to follow him. Consider how key religious leaders such as the Dalai Lama 
have inspired people in recent years.  

What is remembrance? Explore the ways that key events in history such as the Holocaust and war are remembered and respected. 

What is Hanukkah? Find out about the Jewish festival of light and the events in the Hanukkah story where the Maccabees rose up against the 
persecution of the Jews. 

Was Jesus a refugee? Reflect upon religious persecution in the time of Jesus and compare to other examples in the recent past and current times. 

Who were the three kings? Explore the gospel accounts of the Christmas story and compare with the traditions and beliefs that are associated with the 
Christmas story in modern culture. 

What should we give at Christmas? Consider the real meaning of Christmas and the ethical implications of consumerism.  

 

Opportunities to Write 

Create poems about remembrance using metaphors and imagery 

Diaries “in role” as Joseph or Mary planning their escape to Egypt 

Letters between the Maccabees planning their rebellion 

Recounts “in role” as the Magi describing the events of Jesus’s birth. 

 

Skills 

 make comparisons between the key beliefs, teachings and 

practices of the Christian faith and other faiths studied, using 

a wide range of appropriate language and vocabulary.   

 explain some of the challenges offered by the variety of 

religions and beliefs in the contemporary world  

 discuss and express their views on some fundamental 

questions of identity, meaning, purpose and morality related 

to Christianity and other faiths.  

 make informed responses to people's values and 

commitments (including religious ones) in the light of their 

learning They will use different techniques to reflect deeply. 

Useful weblinks 

Hanukkah  https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35030671 

Reincarnation and Hinduism 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-
studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-hinduism-cycle-of-birth-and-

rebirth/zn68qp3 
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