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Did you know?  

Pears, peaches and apricots are members of the rose 
family. 

Peanuts are not nuts at all. They are a bean.  

A prairie dog is not a dog at all. It is a type of squirrel.   

A species is usually defined as individuals that can 
have children (reproduce).  

On average 1g of soil contains 40million bacteria.  

There are so many different types of microbes that 
scientists have only named 0.5% of them.  

A platypus is the only kind of mammal that lays eggs, 
like reptiles and amphibians.   

An example of a classification system 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Famous People  

Carl 
Linnaeus   

He was a famous Swedish 
botanist, who came up with 
the modern system of naming 
organisms.  

Edward 
Jenner 

He was an English physician, 
who was the pioneer of the 
small pox vaccine.  

 

The Five Main Kingdoms  
Living things can be grouped into five main 

kingdoms. 

Animals 

Plants 

Fungi 

Bacteria 

Virus 

 

Writing Opportunities 

 A diary entry from Edward Jenner 

 Writing scientific explanations 
Vocabulary 

Animal Any multicellular organism that feeds on plants or 
other animals.  

Plant A living organism that is able to make its own food by 
the process of photosynthesis. 

Fungi  A group of organisms that include microorganisms like 
yeast and moulds. Examples of fungi include athlete’s 
foot, ringworm, mushrooms and toadstools. 

Bacteria Simple single-celled organisms without a nucleus. 

Virus  A group of microbes that do not fit into the other 
categories. Include amoeba, algae and protozoa. 

Vertebrate Animals with a spinal cord surrounded by cartilage or 
bone; it includes, birds, amphibians, reptiles, mammal, 
fish and birds.  

Invertebrate  Animals without backbones or bony skeleton and 
includes, jellyfish, arthropods and echinoderms.  

Classification  The arrangement or organisation of plants and 
animals.   

Genus  A group of things that have common characteristics, 
which can be divided into sub-groups.  

Fauna  Animals of a particular habitat.  

Flora  Plants of a particular habitat.   

Organism An individual animal, plan or single-celled life form.  

Fermentation The breakdown of a substance by bacteria, yeast or 
other microorganism.  

 

Different Types of Microorganisms  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Learning Points  
 

• Describe how living things are classified into 
broad groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-organisms, plants 
and animals  

• Give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics. 

• Know that broad groupings, such as               
micro-organisms, plants and animals can be 
subdivided 

• Should classify animals into commonly found 
invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, snails, 
worms) and vertebrates (fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals)  

• Find out about significance of the work of 
scientists such as Carl Linnaeus, a pioneer of 
classification.  
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