
Key Knowledge Organiser – Year 6 Spring 1:  Evolution and Inheritance. Why is the dodo extinct? 

Key Learning Points  

 Recognise that living things have changed over 
time and that fossils provide information about    
living things that inhabited the Earth millions of 
years ago 

 Recognise that living things produce offspring of 
the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are 
not identical to their parents 

 Identify how animals and plants are adapted to 
suit their environment in different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to evolution 

 Be introduced to the idea that characteristics are 
passed from parents to their offspring, i.e. differ-
ent breeds of dogs, and what happens when, for       
example, Labradors are crossed with poodles. 

 Appreciate that variation in offspring over time can 
make animals more or less able to survive in    
particular environments, for example, by exploring 
how giraffes’ necks got longer 

 Find out about the work of palaeontologists such 
as Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin 
and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on        
evolution. 

Did you know? 

Meerkats have dark circles around their eyes, which act like 
sunglasses, helping them see even when the sun is shining 

brightly. 

Even when a snake has it eyes closed, it can still see through 
its eyelids. Why would this be an advantage? 

Some animals use camouflage colours to help them blend in 
with the background and stop predators seeing them. Some-

times predators also use it to avoid being spotted by their 
prey. 

The blue whale can produce the loudest sound of any animal. 
At 188 decibels, the noise can be detected over 800km away. 

Why would they need to do this? 

Famous People  

Charles Darwin—Charles Darwin’s theory of 
evolution by natural selection is the        
foundation upon which modern evolutionary 
theory is built. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Anning—an English fossil collector, 
dealer, and palaeontologist who became 
known around the world for important finds 
she made in Jurassic marine fossil beds in 
the cliffs along the English Channel at Lyme 
Regis.  
 
 
 
 
 

Alfred Wallace—British naturalist, explorer, 
geographer and biologist. He is best known 
for independently coming up with the theory 
of evolution through natural selection; his 
work and ideas were jointly published with 
some of Charles Darwin's work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary  

Environment— the surroundings or     
conditions in which a person, animal, or 
plant lives or operates 

Fossils— the remains or impression of a 
prehistoric plant or animal embedded in 
rock and preserved. 

Adaptations— the process of change by 
which an organism or species becomes 
better suited to its environment. 
 

Evolve/Evolution—the process by which 
different kinds of living organism are    
believed to have developed from earlier 
forms during the history of the earth. 

Inherit/Inheritance— something that has 
genetically come from one's parents or 
ancestors. 

Organism—an individual animal, plant, or 
single-celled life form. 

Camouflage—the disguising of some-
thing to make them blend in with their   
surroundings. 

Can you spot the camouflaged         
animal? 

 


