
                                     RE Vocabulary Progression 

 

Vocabulary Progression in RE 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Reception 

 
Christianity 

Baptism, font, 

gown, Mary 

Joseph, Jesus, 

God, Church, 

worship   

 

Islam 

Mosque, 

worship, Allah, 

Washing area, 

prayer hall, 

prayer mats, 

minaret 

 

Other 

Welcome, 

respect, 

belonging, 

celebration, 

unique, Calm, 

happy, sad, 

excited, worried, 

anxious, 

peaceful, 

Recycling, 

rubbish, waste, 

oceans, skies, 

animals, plants 

 

Nursery  
Special people, 

beliefs, 

expression, 

practices, 

feelings 

Christianity  

creation, 

Christianity, 

Genesis, 

bible, 

creator, 

natural, 

world, 

Christmas, 

incarnation, 

gospel, 

Jesus, 

advent, 

Christingle, 

holy week, 

Easter, 

Good 

Friday, 

forgiver, sin,  

 

Islam 

Quran, 

prayer mat, 

prayer 

stand, 

mosque 

 

Other 

respect, 

caring, love, 

church, 

lectern, 

wudu  

Christ ianity  

parable, prayer, 

forgive, belief, 

characterist ics, 

Christmas, 

Christ ian, 

incarnation, 

gospel, Jesus, 

advent, God, 

Passover, 

salvation, Holy 

Week, Maundy 

Thursday, Last 

Supper, Good 

Friday, Palm 

Sunday, Easter 

Sunday, 

disciples, World 

changer, 

qualit ies, church, 

peace, 

forgiveness, 

charity  

 

Judaism 

Jewish, precious, 

Jew, Judaism, 

Shema. Mezuzah, 

Shabbat, 

synagogue, 

Tanakh, 

Chanukah, 

Hanukah, Sukkot  

 
Other 

belonging, 

community, 

valuable, Ummah. 

Five pillars, 

baptism/christening, 

Christ ianity 

God, World, Creation,           

Nature, Natural world 

Water, People, Earth, 

Light, Dark, animals, 

Bible, Christ ians,         

Genesis, Noah, 

Testament, Christ ian, 

pact, Jesus, promise  

Chapter, ceremony, 

Love, Gospel, 

teachings, leader, 

followers, love, 

disciplines, healer, 

carer  

Islam 

Quran, prophet, 

Is lam, Mecca, 

Shahada, Salah, 

Ramadan, mosque, 

Muhammed, Muslim, 

5 pi l lars, worship, Eid-

UK-Fitr 

 
 

Judaism 

Judaism, Exodus, Jew, 

Jewish, Shabbat 

Rosh Hashanah, 

Moses, Passover, 10 

commandments, 

synagogue, shofar, 

Yom Kippur, Moses, 

Seder, Shema, Torah 

 

Other 

Humanist, non-

religious, patience, 

environment, 

inspiration, faith, 

Christianity 

God, Holy Trinity, 

Jesus, incarnation, 

symbol, Triquetra, 

authority, Bible, 

Holy Communion, 

baptism, Gospel, 

Sermon, religious, 

beliefs, faith, 

crucifixion, 

resurrection. 

Heaven, sin, 

Gospel, 

atonement, Easter 

Sunday, Good 

Friday, Apostle’s, 

Jerusalem.. flames, 

wind, dove festivals 

 

Islam 

Mosque, Allah, 

Salat, Worship, 

Prayer, Spiritual 

 

Hinduism 

Hindu, deity, 

Ganesh, Murtis, 

Shrine, Worship, 

Diwali, Hinduism, 

shrines, community, 

traditions, 

celebrations, puja, 

light, incense, faith, 

worship, murtis, 

Dhama  

 

Other 

religion, journey of 

life, commitment, 

promises, 

Christianity 

Divine, Holy, Bible 

hymn, cathedral, 

forgiveness, 

saviour, Messiah, 

Israelites, 

Incarnation, 

prophecy, Old 

Testament, New 

testament, gospel, 

Sermon in the 

Mount, Beatitudes, 

Lords Prayer, 

charity.  

 

Judaism 

Shema, Torah, 

Mezuzah, Shabbat, 

passover, Moses  

 

 

Other 

Christianity, 

Hinduism, 

Humanism    

What kind of a king is Jesus?  

New Testament, Old Testament, 

Parable, Kingdom of God, 

Temptation, Nobel Peace Prize, 

Diversity, Equality, Justice, ,  

 

What do Christians believe that 

Jesus did to save people? 

Messiah, Sacrifice, Incarnation, 

Salvation, Crucifixion, Resurrection 

Holy Week, Communion, 

Annunciation, New Testament, 

gospels  

 

Why do Hindus want to be good? 

Vedas, Sanskrit, atman, 

Reincarnation, karma, Brahma, 

Shiva, Vishnu, Lakshmi, Ganesh, 

Durga 

 

Creation and Science Conflicting 

or Complementary?  

Scientific, Big Bang Theory, 

Creation  Conflict, Atheist, Genesis 

 

What does it mean to be a Muslim 

in Britain today?  

Jibril, Ibrahim Musa, Isa, prophets, 

Hafiz, Iman, Sunnah, Hadith, 

Quran, Muhammed, Arabic, 

Mihrab, Allah, Surah, Pillars, 

Sunni/Shia, mosque, Muslim, 

Minaret  

 

What matters most to Humanists 

and Christians (with links to other 

faiths) 

Humanism, Humanist, Rational, 

Philosophy, Ethical, Deity, Golden 

Rule, Equality, Fulfilment, Origins, 
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Aqedah, Chuppah, 

Ketubah, Charity 

 

compromise, actions, 

manners  

Environment,  

Manners, Patience, 

Compromise 

ceremonies, 

Christian wedding, 

Hindu wedding, 

symbols, 

celebrations, 

baptism faith, 

community, Rites of 

Passage rituals 

 

British Humanist Association, The 

Happy Human, Milestones 

 


